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Subject: Thesis Review – Zuzanna Łacny 

Dear Sirs/Madam 

Please find the following review of the Thesis entitled ‘Methods of obtaining social acceptance for 
mining activities’ authored by Zuzanna Łacny MSc., Eng. 

Overall, this research work is of good quality and is sufficient for acceptance as a thesis or 
dissertation for the decree of PhD or Doctorate at my own institution.  I found the document 
succinctly written and contains an adequate decree of scholarly inquiry, data collection, synthesis, 
analysis and distillation of meaningful conclusions.  From an organisation perspective, I find that 
this thesis contains way too much and at time difficult to understand why it is there. I would 
expect to see components of this work appear in the wider literature in the future.  I have 
appended a notated .pdf version of the thesis complete with my comments and questions, of 
which there are a substantial number. 

I have a number of specific comments and questions regarding the ‘whys and wherefores’’ of this 
work. As always, I can only compare any work reviewed to what would be expected at my own 
institution. 

My first observation is that Zuzanna has taken a deeply narrative approach to the work presented 
here. There is a strong reliance on including reams and reams of information from various EU 
sources that understandably provides context, however at time it gets a bit overwhelming to the 
point where the reader has to wonder, where is the actual innovative research.  Often, I was left 
wondering if this thesis was one big literature review.  As I progressed through it, I did find 
authentic work using surveys, which was quite meaningful… it just took a while to get there. 
Perhaps less pages be spent on reiterating key concepts that are more or less understood and 
accepted by any reader and more on either how they informed Zuzanna and how she used it to 
develop something new. I do comment Zuzanna for not merely regurgitating but taking the time 
to offer her views and opinions of the background literature.  This demonstrates confidence and 
maturity of thought. 
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Case Studies.  This research methodology is well established an adds a tremendous amount of 
colour and perspective to many arguments. Zuzanna went to great lengths to justify their use, 
possibly unnecessarily. Then in section 2.3.s, restricts her primary data gathering source, Survey, 
to 1 paragraph.  Further on there is a section on other quantitative and qualitative methods(?) 
that are either not employed or certainly never considered again. Thomson and Boutilier, never 
used a quantitative method. The did apply numbers to values, but this is not quant at all. 

There is no discussion of why the specific case studies were chosen, why so many, what were the 
unique features of each one that supported or detracted from her underlying hypothesis (not 
clearly stated). 

By page 40, we still have not arrived at anything authentic or novel and still in various forms of 
literature review-ish material. 

Thesis aim, scope etc. To make it clear Identification of something as a goal, does not constitute 
scholarly inquiry.  I would have hoped that the actual research would have developed frameworks 
or evaluative lenses. There seems to be a lack of development of HOW things are being analyses 
and WHY they were chosen. 

The case study descriptions are exhaustive and one has to wonder how much of it wis really 
necessary to achieve the stated research objectives.  It would have been very useful to tie all this 
interesting information into a succinct single-issue statement that highlights the specific problems 
she wanted to address.   

Using the case of the Zawierce case study and figure 4.4, as an example, what is the significance of 
this? Is the number of respondents statistically significant? Are pie and bar charts sufficient to 
draw the conclusions she arrived at?  

By page 79 we find what I consider the meat of the argument… and looking at planning and public 
policy.  That being said, I’m not sure how this relates to the title of the thesis.  This part of the 
thesis was well done and again, we see confident and a maturity of her thought. That being said, 
there is just way too much information contained here. 

By page 105, Section 6 we arrive at what Zuzanna presents as the real nugget of the work. Again, 
although well presented, I struggle to find the linkages back to all the material presented before. I 
find it disappointing that she tried to cover all these elements that each one is a lengthy discussion 
unto itself and is reduced to one short paragraph e.g., Form and quality of participation (pg. 108) 
whereas Education seems to have attracted more of her interest. It is disappointing that she 
introduces new material in her discussion and does not focus on the findings/work already 
presented. 

To summarise, this is a good piece of work that must have taken a very long time to assemble and 
collate all this literature.  The one real problem is that Zuzanna has been too ambitious and 
‘thrown everything in but the kitchen sink’ and lost a real opportunity to get to the heart of the 
matter, one that is critical to sustainable development in a modern world. 
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Should there be any further questions, I am pleased to address them 

With regards 

 

Prof Michael Hitch 
Head of School, Western Australian School of Mines (WASM): Minerals, Energy and Chemical Engineering 
Curtin University 


